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REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 


To the Citizens of Stoneham: 


In presenting the eighty-seventh annual report of the 
Trustees of the Public Library of the Town of Stoneham, we do 
so with a feeling that the year just closed has been one of pro- 
gress, | 
In addition to the regular monthly meetings, the Trustees 
have performed numerous duties during the year in connection 
with improvements to the physical property of the Library and 
other duties contributing to the service of the Public Library to 
the citizens of the Town. Perhaps the most outstanding piece of 
work done during the year was the redecorating of the entire 
interior of the Library. We feel that this has made a favorable 
impression upon all of our citizens who avail themselves of the 
use of the Public Library. 

The walls throughout have been improved by a slightly 
lighter tint of color and the whitening of the ceiling has done 
much to brighten the entire interior of the building. It was an- 
ticipated that the work of laying rubber tiling on the portions 
of the floor which have not been so covered would be completed 
during this year, but the rubber tiling has not been available 
up to this time. As soon as available, the flooring will be laid. 

An additional section of shelving, stained to match the sur- 
rounding woodwork, has been erected in the Librarian’s work 
room. 

In connection with the redecorating project, it was decided 
to transfer the bronze tablet from the entrance to the Children’s 
Room ‘to the main entrance of the Library. This tablet, which 
recognizes the gift to the Town by the late Miss Annie H. Brown, 
which made the large addition to the Library possible, is now © 
in a position of equal prominence to the bronze tablet commem- 
orating the gift of the original Library building by Mr. Carnegie. 

It is well, here, to remind the citizens of the Town that the 
entire cost of the redecorating of the Library was borne by the 
executors of tthe will of Miss Brown, having been allocated from 
the residue of the fund remaining when the addition to the Li- 
brary was constructed. Therefore, this work was done without 
cost to the taxpayers. It might well be stated again that the in- 
come from this fund is made available to the Trustees each year 
for the purchase of books, which further reduces the cost to the 
Town. Thus the Town continues to benefit from the generosity 
and foresight of one of its late citizens. 

In addition to the renovation of the interior of the Library 
building, improvements in the grounds have been made includ- 
ing the planting of a barberry hedge on the Warren Street side 
of the property which will not only improve the appearance 
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but will help to protect the property from careless trespassers. 

During the year, the Red Cross relinquished the use of Li- 
brary Hall, so that this fine meeting room, now redecorated, is 
available for its original intended purposes. 

There has been one break in our official family. After six- 
teen years of faithful service Miss Symonds found it necessary 
to resign due to increase in home duties. The Trustees wish to 
express their appreciation of her long years of work. 


The report of the Librarian will indicate the broadening 
Scope of activities in our free Public Library service to the peo- 
ple. It is the desire of the Trustees to add to the services rendered 
by this important institution during this period of reconstruc- 
tion when education, culture, and recreation are going to be so 
important. 

As in all other lines of endeavor, the work of library officials 
has been unusually difficult during the past few years. We ex- 
press appreciation to Miss Martha A. Jackson and to all the 
members of the staff for their loyal service during the past year. 

The work of Mrs. Bertha E. Houston, Children’s Librarian, 
has continued to be of outstanding quality, and our Children’s 
Library program has brought words of commendation from 
many neighboring communities. 

Ever grateful for their sacrifice and service in our behalf, 
our Library staff is anxious to be of assistance to our returning 
service men and women as ‘hey take advantage of the Library 
facilities offered. Whether it be to catch up on reading they have 
missed while in the service or to obtain material for education 
and self-improvement, our returning veterans are urged to visit 
the Library and avail themselves of the services of this free 
institution. 

Historically, this year has marked the ending of World War 
II and the dawn of what we hope will be a permanent peace. 
With the ending of the war, the custom of lighting the lantern in 
the cupola of the Public Library has been resumed. It is our 
sincere hope that it’s light may not be dimmed again by war 
and that it may continue to shine brightly as a symbol of know- 
ledge and understanding which comes to all of us through 
reading. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES H. CHASE, Chairman 
ALICE V. PEYTON, Secretary 
RUTH H. MERRIFIELD 
FREDERICK P. HANFORD 
FRED A. LAWSON 
GEORGE A. PACKARD 
Trustees, Stoneham Public Library. 
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Report of Librarian 


To the Trustees of the Stoneham Public Library: 


I present the eighty-seventh annual report of the Stoneham 
Public Library for the year ending Dec. 31, 1945. 


The past year 1945 marks the close of World War II. It Hat 
been a very busy year in all departments. 

The Library has continued its deposit of books at the Home 
for men in the service and through the co-operation of the people 
in the town has been able to send a large number to hospitals 
and ships. We are endeavoring to assist the returning veterans 
by making available recent directories, vocational and educa- 
tional catalogues and books. 


The Stoneham Garden Club and other friends of the Library 
have given flowers; besides cut flowers the Garden Club has 


given some beautiful flower and evergreen terrariums. 
The Library has continued to collect books and magazines 
for Aged People in Stoneham as in several years past. 


Some interesting exhibits this year were photographs, jew- 
elry and other souvenirs from France by Mrs. Bernice Lobdell; 
photographs in color of White Mountain scenery by A. Emery 
Phinney; Victorian vases and ornaments by Stoneham residents; 
French magazines, a child’s book illustrated in color published 
in France, the property of Jonathan Hedman and articles 
brought from Germany by Stanley Houston. 

“Book Week” and the “Spring Book Festival” were observed 
for adults with a display of posters and new books and increased 
interest was shown by the public. 

In November our Library entertained the North Shore Li- 
brary Club. There were lectures by Mr. Metcalf, Librarian at 
Harvard College, on Post-war problems in Libraries and Mr. 
Boden of the Federal Reserve Bank on Post-war Problems in In- . 
dustry. Luncheon was served in Dean Hall. 

At Christmas, the manger scene shown in the glass caSe in 
the Adult Reading Room and a tiny tree and sprays of evergreen 
added to the decoration. 

During the year, the Children’s Librarian, Mrs. Bertha Hous- 
ton, spoke at the Stoneham Junior Grange, School Councils, 
Church Clubs, Scout Troops and the New England Division of 
the Women’s Council for Post-War Europe. 

The “Story Hour” for younger children, held throughout the 
year on Saturday mornings, was well attended... 

Exhibits loaned by various groups were: Girl Scout Summer 
Camp handicraft; airplane and boat models; and from the Chil- 
dren’s Museum those showing Epaiand China, India, Philippine 
Islands and Holland. 
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“Spring Book Festival” was observed by a display of new 
books, original drawings from some of the new books and spe- 
cial story hours. . 

Summer Reading was conducted as a TelloTest Quiz Club. 
Each week for six weeks a set of ten questions was asked on 
special subjects ,such as: history, geography, music, art, science 
book characters, authors and questions about Stoneham. No 
prizes were given, but in September Fred Lang and Louise Mor- — 
gan of the Yankee Network came to the Library and gave a, 
Tello-Test Quiz program. Over three hundred children attended. 

“Book Week” had the usual display of new books and a 
short story contest with thirteen books given as prizes. Miss 
Helen S. Johnson of the Children’s Museum told stories about 
the children of Plymouth. She brought an exhibit of early Amer- 
ica and wore a Pilgrim costume. Mrs. Hester O. Wilson, author 
of “Hero Tales,” stories of boys and girls in occupied countries, 
told some of her stories to boys and girls of the fifth and sixth 
grades. Special “Story Hours” were held for the second and 
third grades. 

There have been thirty-three school room book BeDoehs for 
the year. 

Library instruction in the uSe of the card Beenie aie and re- 
ference books was given to grades five and six for four: succes- 
sive weeks. 

The Christmas season was observed by a large Christmas 
tree, Christmas books displayed and Santa Claus in his work- 
shop. There was a special Christmas “Story Hour” with Christ- 
mas carols. 

The Librarian wishes to express her anbeMA God of the 
continued support of the Board of Trustees and the staff. 

Staff 

Martha A. Jackson, Librarian; H. Elizabeth Symonds, Assist- 
amt Librarian resigned Nov, 30th; Bertha E. Houston, Children’s 
Librarian, Margaret Golding, Assistant and Ruth Jenkins and 
Beverly Allen, Junior Part Time Assistants. 

American Library Association Form of Statistics 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1945 


Name of Library i. ooh ins Stoneham Public Library 
Town ‘and State o.oo ee Oo Stoneham, Massachusetts — 
Name’of Libratian 6.20 de Re Martha A. Jackson 
Date of Founding |... 6G Peete eee Cea iata oboe wee nere 1859 
Population Served (U. S. Census 1940) ................. 10,765 
Assessed Valuation ............c cece ee eeee A $14,599,775 


Terms of use: Free to residents of Stoneham, teachers in the 
-- schools, persons employed in town, or guests in town. 

Number of days Library was open during the year ...... 291 

Number of volumes at beginning of year ............. 26,628 - 
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Number of volumes added by purchase .............+-+> 692 


Number of volumes added by gift ..................005- 41 
Number of volumes added by binding .................- 2 
Berontion per capita’ one Lee el eee a 12.77 
Number of new borrowers registered during the year... 454 
Total number of borrowers registered ...........0.....- 5,510 
Circulation Statistics 1945 
SCEPC scat aie hein Uieiare Game Od uremia aimee iat 51,506 
RUINED SL TECION File cos ack iss c.clecctaielerie gies ae neve Rete aS 14,551 
ERI EENRP ROC SOTETS os <i hl, «: vik niche oil Cire wo a Cal teteEN 57,790 
SENN er ONES ICUIOIN foe) ales Sere's bone ba Sled sles Slee eaal, 12,763 
SE TCS RR RS AI a OREO OEE aI ye 82 
NN re ae ik die, sia adh ule gies alc ts ore Cee lant Nia erubaninale ets 804 
DRM Sars a sb ote ere MEU eee el OU eraae ys Se 17 
ey NRE CAE IRS SHADE AUB areal RAM ALi eS gD 13 
Oral CITCINATION ©. iis c secs es iaeesc PUG PEER Daa bed Soe 137,526 


Respectfully submitted, | 
MARTHA A. JACKSON, Librarian 
Appropriations and Expenditures 
Appropriations 1945 


RRC IDYOOLIA CONS) 'o).)< civic) p etnies oe saieinws een cc gee $10,133.00 
Peer ved) IPO FUNG oe Soe ee ey eee es 2,068.40 

$12,201.46 

Expenditures 1945 

Salaries, Librarian and Assistants .................. 5,772.22 
NERO ES eee cr ell aia se Si Ue as Wo RY Ee tg a hha aCe aries & 1,555.00 
Ue aaa! iriy) my sex’ dint 5 vom acetate Ol ChAT otie Rete aanoane weetele. 1,332.13 
SPELOR ES) OIL Cs Le aioe 3 'al'g brates US Naa wh 2 gl ot olohe nie ome iia eer 8 155.87 
RREMERTE TAL OR arte, alas arta aighta StaUNT sheath ok aiete aca e aktty ai at alte 302,50 
MERELONIOLY Sesh iid sa tik alt crc un ereint Meaie a a oheusteole vata cera 128.21 
MMRMEEERILGOTNE® S cs'g'n a's atc las's aah aloins Shag Micra el at c/n bie’ oh aie “oi aimtech nial 86.62 
RMU AM UN Genes id aie ie Mia Ua We aN lot Pete ya a sore te 5 1,594.69 
Miscellaneous Building Expenses .................... 102.87 
I oa cia iercte f wea ies wie eke Wom tee ae he eae EN NSE Tighe 381.00 
REEMA ID bcs. ste kk Sales’ Ua minis Uadlsla ese foe aes vines Ble Ra et} 267.10 
PPR Aol t cis leit vy ated at heist a <a 'g iat Nts Ste Oa 212.52 
PERNEIES EAT OSs vo Stod cial at als. $i Ka cams aly wae A Ta uN winlele © ERAS Weld $12,090.72 


*__Repairs includes interior redecoration charges of $1,468.40 
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